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moment the artful, spiteful, "juggling " Cardinal
Mazarin might decide to hand overalls unwanted
guest to the English Parliament* Six months
went by and Charles managed to subsist some-
how on the charity of friends, until his " in-
supportable necessities grew so notorious that
the French Court were compelled to take notice
of them,5' and to grant him a small pension, the
first instalment of which was entirely consumed
in repaying his mother for her meagre hospitality.
He now began to touch for the first time the
depths of poverty, and, when winter came, Hyde,
who had rejoined his master, could write : "I
am so cold, I can scarce hold my pen, and have
not three sous to buy a faggot."

It is hardly surprising, therefore, if in this
miserable state he indulged himself largely in
whatever pleasures came his way, or were put in
it by the eager, pimping hands of his young
friend, the Duke of Buckingham. With his help,
and encouraged by other French noblemen, he
soon acquired that taste for frivolous amusement
which was to be so severely and sometimes
unjustly criticised after his restoration. Hyde,
indeed, thinking perhaps of the late King's
exemplary life and not a little proud of his own,
remonstrated with Charles, telling him very
frankly that he was too preoccupied with his own
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